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n authors, might alone have tempted | 3 
writer” of the following Obſervations to in- 4 
4 uce them by a prefatory addreſs, could 0 
EE. effected this without inconvenĩience; yet, oc- 3 


1 cupied as he conſtantly is by more neceſſary 5 14 
Py _ 1 . —. _ 5 3 


dit account of 8 * 5 rfl oblarved Ec. 


treating a v 
1 ple of his 


dangerous diſcaſe—By the exam= | - i 
eſs, to lead F | 


* examine the relative meritsof certain remedies „„ 
general the early employment of a very important | 
; 5 BR de extolled \ on the * con- 3 


— 


Lobby r R * ＋ A 


e and obſervations, and e en jadudtions I 
: from them, will enable him, the TRUE Narunkz of : 2 
the diſeaſe, and thereby to lay a more permanent «Xe 5 5 
foundation for rationally conducting the Curz— | 
And from ſuch an explanation Hhkewiſe, compared 
with the effects commonly produced by certain 1 


claſſes of remedies, to ſnew which of them ſhould 
be avoided, which .cautiouſly employed, and 


which of them, and at what time each, ſhould be 


principally depended on. Previous to his fulfil- 
ling theſe intentions, however, it may not be ĩimpro- 


per to deſcend a little more into particulars, and 
to remark, that the ſubſequent concluſions and di- 
rections have for ſome time conſtituted the ſubject Feb 
of the Lectures, which, in his general Courſe of - 
Midwifery, he has given on the Puerperal Fever; 


having been originally drawn from an attentive 


conſideration, of what others had ſaid upon the 


ſubject, compared with what he had himſelf an op · 


portunity of obſerving, they have hitherto i in real ; 


practice been.juſtified by an uninterrupted ſucceſs : 
he ſhould therefore think himſelf highly culpa- 


ble in withholding them longer from the Public, 


while he daily receives accounts. of the diſeaſe 
Proving ſo fatal, under the care of others.— While 


he is ſo far explicit, however, in his declaration, : 
let him not be accuſed of preſumption, or of har- 
bouring the idea that he is, either in point of abi - 
-licies or difcernment, far ſuperior to the generality, - 


or een equal to many others concerned in the 
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pre follion: 
nerally vary much, relative to the fame ſubje& ; 
and this muſt particularly be the caſe with regard 
do diſeaſes, where, from the preſent uncertain ſtats 
ol medicine, ſcarcely any thing can be brought to 
An poſitive demonſtration; That: his ſentiments, Bo 


2 


r * E * ii 5 
The opinions of different, ab ee. 


; 2. 


herefore, ſhould: in ſome reſpects appear different 
ae PAS of other writers on the ſubject, will not 
ſeem unreaſonable ;- and, as they have led him to 


; ſuch practical concluſions as have, after the teſt of 
repeated trials, been crowned with ſucceſs, they 
will, he doubts not, be conſidered with candour. 


He ſhould, indeed, be extremely ſorry that his aſ- 


ſertions bordered ſo nearly on Quackery, as to 


avow that the treatment he ſhall recommend will 


uniformly prove infallible ; but this he can witng 
truth advance, that he has himſelf never loſt a 
patient as yet in this diſeaſe, though he has had 
no inconſiderable number under his care; a” 
though at leaſt twenty of them, who have, within 
| the courſe of the laſt three years, been treated un 


der the immediate obſervation of many of his pu- 


pails, while they poſſeſſed, from irregularities, 

equally debilitated conſtitutions with the more 
opulent, laboured, at the ſame time, under the ag 5 
gravated circumſtances of poverty and diſtreſs. 


Io avoid the imputation too of an affectation 


of novelty, or of being blindly led away in the pur- 
ſuit of that phantom, he would have it ne Fs 
. ſtood, that he Aer net conceive; either his fentt+ 


ments 
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any new: 
with reſpect to the former, though not ful y 


plained, many hints ro the ſame purpe 1 
diſcovered in a variety of other writers; and with 
regard to the latter, a principal part of it has cer 
tainly been mentioned, and ſtrongly inculeared,/i in 
another publication. But ſtill, as ever) 


Hint, which leads to à leſs fluctuating de of 
treatment, in a diſorder of this nature, becomes of 
the utmoſt importance, and as experience daily 


proves to him, that a greater comparative ſucceſs 
attends his practice, than that of ſome + 


fied in publiſhing the preſent work; and his 
end in doing ſo will be fully anſwered, if he is 
only enabled to draw their attention to a plan, 


which, whether conſidered as novel, or otherwiſe, 
ſeems to bid fair to check the future progreſs of 
this alarming diſeaſe. Further, though he allows 
that his publication does not entirely conſiſt of 
new matter, he ſhould hope it would appear that 


he does not obtrude upon the world a mere repe- 


tition of what had before been frequently ſaid on 
the fame ſubject; for, while he acknowledges that 
ſome ſimilarity may obtain, both in the Ideas con- 
veyed, and the Practice recommended, between 
the preſent and other works, yet a perfect one by 
no means does; and he believes that it will be 
readily allowed, by every candid and judicious ob- 
e that in acute diſeaſes, eſpecially ſuch as the 


eee 


tlemen of the profeſſion, he thinks himſelf. Juſtic 55 | 
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. Notwichſtanding the notoriety of this fact, how- 
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PREFACE 


1 Boron Fever, attention, to the moſt b e $ 
_  eircarnſtances. becomes abſolutely neceſſary; and 
| - hence, that though the difference ſhould at firſt 


ht appear trivial, if leading to a more ſucceſsful T7 
dent, it will in the end be deemed important, 


ever, ſuch a minute attention appears to be by far 
too much neglected in real practice, ariſing not 
vnftequen tly, perhaps, from too great a deference | 
for authority, which leads to too high a faith in cer- 


ain remedies any how exhibited ; or more immie- 
diately, as the preſent writer is inelined to ſuppoſe, 
from receiving too implicitly general concluſions, 


and applying theſe indiſcriminately under a va- 
riety of ſituations; while, i in infectious febrile diſ- 
eaſes. in particular, experience pretty conſtantly 
proves, that avoiding ſources of aggravation of 
the ſymproms, and the well-timed uſe of a few, 
and frequently not the moſt powerful medicines, 


will do more towards a cure, than the blind ad- 
miniſtration of any one claſs, or the ſucceſſive em- 
ployment of all the more active remedies with 
which medicine ſupplies us. With reſpect to the 


immediate plan of the work, the writer will en- 
deavour to be as conciſe as it is poſſible, without YT 
« becoming obſcure, as it is his intention that the 


Pa hs production ſhould be examined only by 


_ thoſe who are already intelligent in the profeſſion, 
capable, therefore, of deciding with accuracy, and 
of comprehending fully the merits of ſuch tranſi- 1 

„ 1 e _ tory 
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| 2 Sang to certain \ eſtabliſhed e Wo@rints 8 8 
opinions, in order to explain more clearly the 
foundation on which his practice has been con- ; 


ducted. Though by irs title, therefore, the bee 


is ſaid to conkilt of Practical Obſervations, yet ſome 
_ reaſoning will, from neceſſity, be introduced, as no 
medical man, of the deſcri ption above alluded to, 
will, he thinks, ſupport mere EMyixierslM ſo far 
as to aſſert, that reaſoning, when immediately 
drawn from real obſervation, ſhould be entirely 
excluded, either at the patient's bedſide, or in 
practical diſſertations; and he believes that, with 
a great luminary of medicine, it will be allowed; 
8 that no phyſician, not even the profeſſedly Practice! 

enham, ever treated his patients without being bo, 
in ſome degree guided by reaſoning and though Fen”, 
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| idle HypoTnps1s ſhould ever be excluded, yet that 


Juſt Inpverrion ſhould always be admitted,— _ 
From a deſire of being conciſe, then, he ſhall 


avoid going minutely into the hiſtory of the diſ- 


eaſe, or an enumeration of the acceflory ſymptoms 5 


which frequently accompany it, and only in 4 
curſory way mention thoſe he has himſelf ob⸗ 
ſerved; and always do this with an allufion to the 


more fully detailed accounts e given of then” 1 2 
others. 3 e 
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patien 92 previous to commencement 
e pain, having com ed only of a lit- 
neſs of the lower extremities, anda 

hrilling down the back. * nj 


® Baſh happened at at uncertain, 
termination Hs 


2 On 4 Puerperal Þ Fever. 
toms began within the courſe 


time apprehenſive of her being beyond the | 
power of medicine. In ſomè other inf 


full term, though T rene 


where ſimilar ſymptoms - aroſe. 4 bude | | 


after a miſcarriage, immediately on à mer 
rhagia, Which ſucceeded this, being 0 


Preſſed by cold and fatigue. To the ſymp- 8 


tems of -pyraxiz fooh Tuccteded a ſenſe of 


 Greneſs and aun Pato, rarely diffuſed over 
the whole abdothen, but much more fre. 


quently, at fiſt, 'confined to che epigaſtric 55 


region; though in two -itiftatices, in which 


poarturition had been more than uſually labo- 
_ Tious, it was firſt complained of, and'prove 


ed for ſome hours afterwards! 


. diſtref- 
Ling, about the be 


mote rene inſtance hich cat Wer 
J A +. 


| Or " eighteen | . 
hours from the termination of labour, . 
proceeded fo rapidly, that when I ſaw. her, > . 
about fix hours afterwards, I was for ſome 8 0 NF 


the diſcaſe did not _commenee till the fourth Feels 
day ; and in one, did not do fo till the © =; 
eighth: but I never ſaw. it come on at 4 la- 1 
ter period than this, after a delivery at the 1 


gaſtric region. But in 
1 "what part Heer the pain commenced, it in 
8 over the Witte 
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was" 2 nn by the treatment, or a 


1abdomen was now 
previous to the 
a vomiting which ſhe. laboured under before 
my arrival; a great proſtration of ſtrength 
Had taken place, as well as a violent l- 


nA a ee which | 
in any ng at a more early; period 


15 585 to have done. among e thoſe 


bigs ak ee 1 | | ; 
( conſiderable degree, tall the pa 


ſpontaneous and very copious diarrhea: ſu- 
-perveied; - oP bis lat circumſtance took place 


in one woman, whom I could not fee before 
the” diſeaſe bad continued above twenty 


outs: in her the diarrhea; had come on ſix 
eee _ aAtrival the eſtaols Were 
zmber of them, for the 
| redible. The tenſi. n of the 
ioconſiderable, but had 
I was informed, very remarkable, 
looſeneſs ſupervening, and 
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rium, 1 which ſhe TR lou ly. and 
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ince 225 nnn aſſu 
Mbh ef hegaais Eppoerueke x the ak 
*circumſcribed fluſhing pf the checks fo Got 
Fant in hectics, and was the © 


only patient in 


N 1 remarked the red tumours under the 
ir near the joints, as deſcribed by Dos f : 


Home and Denman. This patient could. 
TOY be ſaid to have gotten! perfectly out of 5 
danger till the fifth day after I ſaw her, 
though all the others recovered entirely fm 
the alarming part of the ſymptoms by the 
end of the third day ef the treatment. 
With reſpect to the pulſe, it was oonſtant- 
Iy frequent, and, in general: had at firſt that 
quickneſs & and tenſion ſoobſetvable in tru- 
ly inflammatory diſeaſes ; but theſe latter 
characters did not long continue; and a8 to ; 
the real frequency, that I cu¹ũ not clearly 
-aſcertain, as, even at the time the pulſe ra- 
*tained a character ſo nearly 'approt hing to 
that indicatory of a ſtate of inflammator x 
tenſion obtaining throughout the habit, 1 1 
always obſerved that the general irritability 
was ſuch, that the number of pulſations 


would be conſiderably augmented yy "he 


4 ' 


» By quirk I mean BY hg ng a not pies the term 


to indicate frequency, as 9 late writers Bere erto- 
*neouſly done. 
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= till More remark 


long time myſelf 


counting the p 
certain difference, a8, the greater the aecu- 
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an, from examining the ſtate of. the 
men, &c. And this irritability became 
Ii le, as in the progreſs 
of the difeaſe the Wenger weakneſs was 
augmented; ſo that, in the patient whoſe 


dial : 2 


| eaſe I more particularly took notice of above, 
IJ think I might ſafely aſſert, that the ſudden. 
opening of her chamber door would aug- 


ment the ſtrokes of the artery by one half. 
In this woman, when I had retained her hand 


near fifteen minutes, on the ſecond day after 
I ſaw! her, and ſhe appeared ſo far reſtored 
to ua ſtate of tranquillity. as to allow me to 


form a tolerable conjecture with regard to 
her pulſe, I found it equal to.430-pulſations 
in à minute, In the generality of caſes, 
however, I do not think the pulſe is quite 
ſo frequent; and it may not be improper 
further to ſtate one fact, which many are 
not aware of, and which I did not for a 
ſuſpect, which is, that 
the accuracy of the watch employed in 
| alle will always make a 


x: frequent 1 
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But theſe, as only ſudden and tranſitory aug- 
mentations, are, in the general enumeration 
1 farther 
khan as indicating the high degree of Ry 
yawn! lity which occurs. 5 
The breathing was, at the height er Us - 
diſeaſe, ſomewhat oppreſſed, but not more 
fo than might | be expected from the ſtate of 
the abdomen, and the conſequent pain anc 


difficulty attendant on t e deſcent of the 


very Roads — Fonts: a a ditt ence 4 
twenty, and in the ordinary 
conſtantly of fix or eight, in 


; of thoſe of a minute, between the watch | 


with which I examined this patient's- Pulſe e 


and others. That the pulſe, however, is at 
. intervals much more frequent than i 18 ſtated | 
above, I hare acknowledged; ſo that When 


the P atient becomes ſuddenly agitated, Froi be 


an aggravation | of the pain, or any of the 


cauſes before alluded to, it will be often 


Healthy: fate, - 


found equal to 160; and I think I have 


under fuch circumſtances: been capable of 
counting 180 ſtrokes within the minute. 


of the ſytnptoms, not to be regarde 
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remarkable in the patient I aw in the ade 

vanced ſtage of the diſeaſe, as well as in 
one of thoſe attacked in the lying-in ward, 
In moſt of the patients a ſickneſs, nauſea, 


W. ile the pain yas ane * though, 1 | 
| ke in ſeveral inſtances obſeryed the tongue 

time moiſt, and of rather a. florid red ; 
beute De „however, it N as furred, as well 1 
as the teeth, as is common in the ordinary 
tious faves 361 ſymptom which was Very 


and reaching ſuperyened in the courſe of 
the firſt day ʒ but the pon taneous vomiting 


was not conſiderable in any, except that 


one whoſe caſe I deſcribed ; and this ſymp- 


tom had in a great meaſure ceaſed before I 


ſaw her. In ſome, however, no ſickneſs 


occurred, as was particularly the caſe- in 


that woman, who was ſeized in the ward 


was at firſt bound, and the thirſt confi. 
derable ; the pain, after a few hours conti- 


nuance, became ſo ſevere, that the generality 
of the patients lay on the back, and could 


not bear the weight of even the ſheets; and 


A Ps woman who was attacked ſo ſoot 
after delivery, it was ſuch as to deprive her 
WA he power of diſtin@ articulation; ſo 
25 1 3 8 e : 


that the lay eg A Mets interru 


ery, but totally incapable of ahſwerhnga any 1 
queſtion. In moſt of the women, from the 5 


violence of the pain, the countenance was 
ſomewhat diſtorted; a ſymptom which in 
this one was very remarkable: anc 

the. only patient likewiſe in whom a 


fultus tendinum was in any degree ee, 
ticularly 
that one who was ſo much exhauſted by the 
diarrbea, this ſymptom would conſtantly _ 
ſupervene from any ſudden agitation.— The 
ſtate of the urine I could never accurately 


though in moſt of them; and pai 


aſcertain; and as to the /ochial diſcharge, 


ſo far as I could judge, it was at the begin- 
ning rather diminiſhed, and in ſome wholly - 


ſuppreſſed, though it never failed to re-appear 
to a certain degree towards the end of the 
diſeaſe, and, in a few, its return was at- 
tended with a ſoreneſs and excoriation of the 
labia externa. This was moſt remarkable in 


that woman who had the colliquative diar= 
rhaa: in this patient, as the fever began 


'on the fourth day from delivery, when the 
ſecretion of milk was perfectly eſtabliſhed, 


the diſcharge may be ſuppoſed to have ceaſed 


from natural cauſes; notwithſtanding which, 


it | reappeared, before I faw her, and nearly 


about 


08 


this' was. 
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e and the ſecretion i in them totally in- 
terrupted. With reſpect to the ſtate of theſe 
organs at the commencement of the diſeaſe, 
the women who were attacked previous to 
the ſecretion of milk having obtained, and 
all of thoſe, ſo far as I can recollect, in 
whom this ſecretion had already taken place, 
_ complained of ſhooting pains in them, and 
| ſoreneſs to the touch, attended with an evi- 
dent tenſion; but theſe, after the firſt day, 
and ſometimes after a few hours, went 
off, when the parts became quite flaccid, 
and diminiſhed in bulk to a degree con- 
ſiderably below what we ſhould. have ex- 
pected to ſee in the healthy though unim- 
pregnated ſtate; ſo that they appeared in 
ſome of the women as flat as the generality 
of perſons of the male ſex, even of a ſpare 
habit, are found to have them. The diar- 
rhea, except in that one patient whom I 
ſaw ſo late in the diſeaſe, was not remark- 
able; but in her caſe the ſtools were pe- 
culiarly offenſive, as much ſo indeed as I 
have ever obſerved them under the worſt cir- 
ceumſtances of the common putrid fever; and 
in all, the ſtools artificially procured had a 
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more than ordinary fetor.— When the more 
violent ſymptoms were ſomewhat abated, 
the patients complained of general ſoreneſs 

of the abdomen, pain in the back, throbbing 
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of the temples, heavy dull pain at the fore- 
head, and general liſtleſſneſs. Some of them 


were likewiſe attacked about this 'time with 


ſymptoms of preumonic inflammation, and 
deep-ſeated circumſcribed pains in the lower 


belly; moſt of them had a peculiar wildneſs '_ 


of the eyes for a day or two; and in one 


the diſeaſe alternated with a well- marked 


ſtate of mania: but this was a conſequence 
which had, in the ſame woman, attended on a 
formerdelivery, where no Puerperal Feverhad 
taken place, and was likewiſe a common oc- 


currence with other branches of her family. 
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6 | ESPECTING 45 true nature et this | 
IN . diſeaſe, much has been written by men 


of the greateſt erudition : notwithſtanding 
which; I think there is great reaſon to be- 


lieve that it has not been fully pointed out; 
but has, on the contrary, from its ſimplicity, 


5 been totally overlooked by the generality of 


writers, though ſome juſt hints on the ſubject 
have, I will allow, been dropped by others *. 


That it is nearly the ſame diſeaſe, in what 
climate or under what circumſtances ſoever it 


occurs, ſeems agreed on by moſt writers ; as 


— Among theſe I particularly allude to that ingenious 


and elegant writer, Mr. White, of Mancheſter ; who has 
poſitively, and with great juſtice, I believe, aſſerted, that 


the Puerperal is a form of the common fever; but has 


not, at the ſame time, adduced and fully ſtated the proofs 


of his aſſertion ; and who certainly treats the complica- 
tion with inflammatory ſymptoms in too light a way, 
looking on it only as a conſequence of the preceding 
fever, to which little of the treatment ſhould be direct- 

ed, and not as an eſſential and early part of this form of 
the diſorder, and one from whence the chief danger 
ariſes, and which of courſe requires our utmoſt atten- 


tion. 
E244 3 0 


= "> 


it 18. found to ae . in the a a ins 
tenſity of its ſymptoms, or a few other trivial 
reſpects, which, though capable, in a Noſo- 
logical point of view, of eſtabliſhing varieties 
of the diſeaſe, are by no means ſuch as to give 
riſe toa diverſity i in point of genus, or perhaps 
of ſpecies, Indeed the chief difference be- 


tween the various caſes ſeems to be, that in 


ſome, particularly private patients, the fever 
approaches at its commencement more near- 
ly. to the type of the true inflammatory ſe- 
ver, while in thoſe who are attacked in great 
hoſpitals, the debility and ſymptoms of ma- 
lignancy appear more early, and more ſtrong- 


Iy marked: thus moſt of the ſolitary caſes, 
deſcribed by the Engliſh writers as OCCurring 
in private houſes, are of the former kind; 


while many of thoſe, which they met with in 
the hoſpitals here, approached more nearly to 
the latter; and this was pretty uniformly 


the caſe among thoſe which occurred in the 


crowded and foul Hotel- Dieu of Paris,» _ 
But, as the ſame variation, in point of early 


ſymptoms, occurs, under different circum- 


ſtances, in the Plague in 'Turkey, and the 


common infectious fever of this country, 


which, by 8 ſtrict noſologiſt, and moſt 


. well- 


* 


I. ; | 


er a amor: even in ſpe- 


„„ 


conſider „ in tl 
lence of the ſymptoms 


uou — 
is 55 no „means ſuffi» 
cient to eſtabliſh this; and that in all the 
-biſtories which have been given of this diſ- 
eaſe, from the days of Hippocrates, who cer- 


tainly had obſerved it, to the preſent time, 
no other difference can be 
ee and other reſpects pretty en 
the Lame. in ever 


diſcovered. If 
; allowed, that the diſeaſe is in its 


inſtance in which it oc- 
one material ſtep will have been gained 


towards facilitating the en of what 


its true nature conſiſts in; in order to 
ſimplify this matter ſtill f ae will ven- 
ture, previous to adducing the proofs, to 
aſſert, that the diſorder is not one ſui generis, 


confined to INLYING WOMEN, but merely an 


zunuſual form of 2 . co nmon diſeaſe, and 


. Such T take to de the real opinion of the moſt cele- 
" brated: among the modern noſologiſts; for, though two 
. genera are given, the explanatory note ſeems to indicate 
a ſtrong conviction, in the mind of the e chat only 
one reall y exiſts. 
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is, in reality. no other' than 
__ f&eftious m—_y 


9 to an ere certainty with a mts 5 | 
matical demonſtration, will yet be rendered 
extremely probable, from conſidering, 
Ihat at is uniformly obſerved,” that the 
a —— or FOI rn . 7 
lar diſeaſe— 
That this diſorder i is, to a Sete in it- 
elf infectious, and ariſes under circumſtances | 
and ſituations the moſt: favourable for be | 
pode: of the ordinary contagion-= 
That in the Royal Infirmary of Edin- 
burgh the ſimilarity of the. cauſe was ſhewn 
by its effects, as two of the attendants 
puerperal women were ſeized i theo com- 
mon Jnochum ol eee 
That this is not a et hai as in 
other places the 1 thin 5 * . deen 


obſerved 


That the e of oy notches.” 
wiſe holds; ſo that the two firſt women de- 
livered in the lying-in ward, notwithſtand- 
ing all poſſible care taken in cleanſing and 
preparing * ſix weeks previous t to the recep- 

tion 


n ous oÞ FE patients; e in ano- 


| Neun the ſa 


tion ee eee with the Buerpe- 
n digs "ſe A _— b agree. : | 


"thi inſtance I was enabled to foretel the o- 
currence of the Puerperal Fever, from a Pu- 
Woe dow obtaining in a particular houſe, at 
dhe ſame time that a woman lay in there 

That the two fevers ariſe under fimilar 
ada, by no means con 


fed to theſe ſeaſons, rage moſt during the 


warmer ſummer and autumn months, and 
particularly among the lower and more un- 
_clezaly ſort of women, andiincrouded/hofpi> = 
tolls, where for a Confiderable\time together 


it t has not been (poſſible to change the hed - 


„cc. and thereby to remove the various 
omit where'the contagion is retained— 
That the two diſeaſes rage as: epidemics very 
ame year. Thus theſe laſt, fix 
months both the one and 8 5 e were 
hes rife _ — 5 
And that hs r FO, is SLY 
way renewed, in the Hatel. Dieu, whenovyer 


1 


eiteumſtances become very favourable for 
If theſe-confiderations,/ however, new that 


2 


en of the common infection. 


_ concourſe and ſucceſſion © 


TE, rat as eee 1 
75 | 


tion of certain; contents of 
tly ſhewn by the ſymptoms 


r 


life, and frequently by difle 1 
. e d plicates this, , || 
It is not now neceſſary to 1 
pins eee eee 
ſeaſes of debility, as, 5 | 

- feyer, Sir ohn Pring . 
others have proved it, and, „ ; 


nary epidemic even of this ſeaſon, 4 ry. „ 
tenſive practitioner muſt have abend that it 5 5 
is chiefly by ſuch a camping dung 


that this fever proves directly 


that kind of inflammation, n es un- n 


der theſe circumſtances, is of all others the  [ 
moſt dangerous, and the quickeſt in its pro-.b- 
greſs through its different ges. — 0 theſe | 


ervations I ſhall further take the liberty 
ion of an aflertion made 


„ 


* v 


| 2 to OY that t the dit eaſe; i 
confined to inlyin g women; wo id 

4 peritonitis frequently {i pervenc 
vious chpbus even in the male "a Þ forth 
it is by YO: means uncon 
it in diſſections; to ae e that 
appearances after death, in perſons.car- | 
chat off in this way, a are perfectly ſimilar to 


* 


c * 1 


#2 


5 oecurred to 


De neighbourhood [ of Lincoln's Inn Fields. 


rs in the P uerperal Fev 


of burning heat extending through the 

3 5 mouth, „throat, and whole tract of the in 
teſtines. often: inducing diarrbæa at a very | 

. oo ary | 


A ML £4 
: CL 

\:: 

- 5 5 


th als: lh EO occurring from the Puer- 
petal Fe 1 very remarkable, though l by 

955 no means = © inſtance of this kind, 5 
. me about twelve months ago, in 
the diſſection of the ſon of an artificer i in Td 1 


What eee inflammation t , which FEY 
oce ver, has not been 
rightly. ſettled among the authors on this 
. tated; ſome, as Dr. Home, aſſerting that ĩt 15 
” /pelataus, while others contend that 

7 it is 8 purely pblegmonous. That an apthous ; 
or ery/ipelatous ſtate of the fauces,: and whole 
- alimentary canal, often obtains in this dif” 
eaſe, is very evident from the appearance of 
the tongue, &c. and the ſoreneſs and ſenſe 


d Age of th dilorder, and abt mſec 
| quently. con in 8 
twtoms are in a great meaſure rel 
with a celebrated Phyſician and: Noſole git; 
we allow that 'ery | 


ſurface covered with euticl, or r its continua= 1 


ing when the 


e e e e noon, Ro 


every accurate obſerver, that eryſipe Zou 5 
inflammation is not, when pure, attended 1 
dy the formation of pus, the morbid exus 
dation of coagulable. lymph, and the conſe- | 

quent agglutination of neighbouring parts, we 
© ſhall ſoon perceive that ſomething more than 


mere eryfipelatous inflammation occurs here. 


| That it is not however a pure and un- 
| complicated peritonitis, as the late Dr. Foſ- 
ter ſuppoſed, is evident from the ſymptoms 

of putreſcency, which in the progreſs. of 

the diſorder never fail to appear, from the 

infectious nature of the diſeaſe, from the 

diarrhea ſo early attendant on it, as well as 
from a variety of other circumſtances eaſily = 

_ obſervable in the concourſe and lueceltion of 5 


the ſymptoms, | 


To give a name to he: ils 2 


| which occurs * does not ſeem a 1 1 


ee e 
5 85 but af, | 


x 4 . A ©. 
3 8 —— 
- 0 \ 99393 1 - + 
- N 4 7 J © I 3 
- KP: ah - * » 2 * * 57 2 24 
8 SgIN , 1 © Iv pre 7-1, x 
- ö 5 * e 2 
1. wi 8 — . ao RT OO” + 8 
Wir I * 0 3 "3 


A 


iy 3. for ate hi 0 0 7 87 
3 what its. Ne arities. 


in its progreſs,” ee its different ſtages, 
thi is generally the caſe in common inflam. 
; mations; and, as connected with a diſeaſe of 
debility, to ariſe more immediately from 
congeſtion, or plethora guoad molem, and an 
| highly-increaſed irritability of the part it 
| attacks, and of the whole ſ 7 ten m, than from 
| a plethora. quoad ſpatium, or a genuine in- 
creaſed tone and tenſion of the veſſels ks * * 
are affected, or of the heart and arteries at 
large. In this, as in ſome other reſpecks, it 1 


reſembles a ſergfulous inflammation, which. 
attacking a weakly, irritable, and mor- | 


bidly plethoric habit, 'where there appears - 
to obtain an original or hereditary, and 


| 5 not, as here, Pl temporary perhaps, or acci- ; 


dental want of firmneſs and ſtrength in the 

5 coats of the veſſels, and of courſe i in the ſo- 

lids at large, is of all other inflammations, 

next to thoſe affecting perſons who ets 0 

at the ſame time under putrid diſeaſes, that 
one which” moſt "ME runs through s 

| _ S 2 e ſtages, N 


bor me e,, 
Mars: and terminates ins "1g of Abdel, or 1 
peculiar form of gangrene, the ſooneſt. 
Why, when a general increaſed irritability, „ 
| wn propenſity to this kind of inflammation, _ 
occurs in the ſyſtem, it ſnould ſo conſtantly, 
in inlying women, attack the abdomen, may 
be very eaſily ſeen, and has been ſufficiently | 
explained by others, particularly by Dr. 
Fan * Fant 1 e as ane this N | 


* 


f * Mr. White, on this part of his lues, falls very > > 

far ſhort of his uſual ingenuity, and is too haſtily led 

away by concluſions drawn from occurrences in the body 

after death, when he aſſerts that the reaſon why the EL, 

um, and other contents of the abdomen, in the liv _ | 
ing ſubje& and inlying ſtate, are more certainly attacked _ : 4 * 
with inflammation, and ſooner degenerate into gan- . 
grene, than other parts, is their vicinity to the uterus 

and inteſtines, through which he ſuppoſes a putrid mat - 
ter to tranſude, contrary to many of the beſt eſtabliſſi- 
ed doctrines of modern Phyſiology. But it is not merely 
for the purpoſe of ſupporting theſe doctrines, that I have 
reluctantly taken notice of this error; it is becauſe that, 5 
everlooking the real ſource of the bmde tte, viz. a T7 Pl 

ſudden and highly-increaſed determination to theſe parts : 
by the preceding febrile paroxyſm, he from thence is 
led in his practice to neglect, and even condemn, one 

of the moſt powerful reſources with which the healing 
art ſupplies us, for the early relief of the inflammatory _ 
part on the . ang, in * whole tenor of his ob- 
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Bw be influenced i in our practice. 
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5 10 4 ; ts contents, ie hd 1, by in b . 0 1 
fever, and by being itſelf i in return ſo much 


aggravated. "therefrom, prove ſo dangerous, : 


| ES 0 > if not ſpiritedly combated, has been hint 
at above, and may from hare little er e 1 
8 be clearly diſcovered. a 
It will perhaps be e that the 15 
. mon infectious fever often attacks inlying 
women, without being attended by the af= 


fection of the abdomen, and the other ſymp- 


toms characteriſtic of the Puerperal diſeaſe. 
This I will readily acknowledge, as having 
myſelf obſerved it more than once; but to 
this objection I would anſwer—that, though 1 
the Puerperal ſtate leaves females pecularlß 
liable to the attacks of infectious fever, and, 
- when attacked, to this complication of the 
Aiſeaſe, yet it does not neceſſarily follow. 
that ſuch a complication ſhould. always ob- 
tain, no more than it does, that that pecu- 

. lar type ſhould be entirely confined to in- 
ſervations, to diſregard this increaſed determination to 
the parts, as a ſource of danger or aggravation of the 


complaint; directing his endeavours ſolely to remove 
ſuch acrid contents of the inteſtines as might prove a 


ſource of irritation; which, though. A neceſſary, is cer= 
tainly not the only conſideration, by AUR we Se 


c 9. vr 


1 
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own. 9 gh 8 0 xemarkes Lt 
3 of the late Dr. F. ofter, and others, have 


"he 0 hi that the. Puerperal. F. ever 15 fre- 5 = , 
© quently come on when no ſuſpicion of iu; 
fection could be entertained, and merely 


from trivial accidental cauſes, ſuc 
fatigue, from too early exertions to enter- 


tain company, &c. But to this it will be = 
ſufficient: to reply, that we never can 4 pris 
diſcover the preſence of contagion ; that in- 
lying women are in a ſtate the moſt favour- 
able poſſible for its production, and for 
afterwards ſuffering from i its effects; and that 
US, which every intelligent 
perſon now allows to ariſe from infection or 


the common 4055 


contagion, very frequently takes place in its 
pureſt form, when. the ſource of the conta- 
gion can by no means be aſcertained. Be- 
nes, as certain epidemics do at different 


Fa. 


ſeaſons, though ultimately depending on the 


ſame cauſe, and undoubtedly, in moſt lead». 


ing points, the ſame diſorder, vary ſome- ; 
what in their type; this will account why 


ſome years the Infetious fever attackin s in- 
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8 ſay that this phænomenoi ä 
Nr for from the « vis al nature, 


| mon wn Smet or eee maß 
atable ; to wit, 
ich every ſymp» 


mo 3 brenn, mo at all, relieved, 


2 ; while it is pretty generally ab- 
| ſerved, that the more ordii 


in mere hypotheſis and 2 


Were, of the ſyſtem remain ſome- 


the firſt. 


wh oh prove in the end tha 


moſt tedious. But avoiding, as much as 


poſſible, all aſſertions, which are at beſt but 


eee 1 hall ey: ſtate. matters of fact; | 


ry forms of the 
diſeaſe. require, under the moſt judicious 
tment, a conſiderable. ſpace of time for 

purpoſe. Were I inclined to indulge 


xd leaſt violent forms, at 
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that this ee rolief; Fi 50 ee ily ol baia 1 


does not invalidate by any means the gese- „ 


ral propoſition, of the two diſeaſes being ; 


only different types of the fame genus. In 5 


the firſt place, then, every body muſt have 5 
obſerved, that, in the. enn caſes of the 


common fever, though when fully and fo: 


ſome time formed, it be a tedious diſtem- 
per ; yet that, diſcovered and ſpiritedly com- 


bated at its commencement, it is often com- 


pletely removed in even a ſhorter ſpace of 
time than the Puerperal Fever i is; and that 
this obſervation holds more perfectly, if the f 
accounts given us of the diſorder be juſt, 
with regard to the Plague; a diſeaſe, though _ 
different in ſome material reſpects, yet fimi- 

lar in many others to the common infectious 
fever. As to the truth of the former part 


of this aſſertion, were authority neceſſary to 


prove it, this might be derived from that 
elegant and invaluable work of Dr. Monro 


Drummond, De Febribus arcendis diſeu- 
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3 or ae too cool it does not 


ſtinate coſtiveneſs inſtead of dar 


tended with rather a ſlow, ſmall pulſe, which, 5 
though poſſeſſing, to a certain degree, the in- 
flammatory jerk, is at firſt feeble in compari» - 
nencement 
of the Puerperal Fever; the fever too is more 
generally conſequent on, than precedent to 
the pain, which has in this caſe, more than 
in the Puerperal Fever, the character of the 
dolor circa umbilicum torqi 


ſon to that attendant on the cor 


diffuſed and violent; nor early att 


cauſes, does not here bts 


ens; and is neither ſo 
ended with 
ſuch ſwelling and tenfion of the abdomer'as 
the other is; that general irritability. of the 
Habit, whereby the patient, in the Puerperal 
Fever, is ſo apt to be agitated, from ſlight 
in; os ſame ſhoot- | 


come on in fo ſudden a manner, nor is it fo „ 


tapid in its progreſs it is generally preceded 
by, and proves the e e of cholic | 
pains; is accompanied througt 


'. 11 Fe ever, are t e . ee It ariſes 
| Frequently in fituations. not favourable for 10 
the production of the Nene 28s in e N 

dune, W ec where 5 
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| 5 155 i caſt of countenance, and timid apprehenſive 


1 


turn of mind, which ſo e n to attend 55 


dhe Puerperal Fever. - © 

' Notwithſtanding all 3 1 ws” at. 
B between. the two. diſorders, ſtill it is 
not always in. our power. clearly to eſtabliſh 


this; but this matter will appear of leſs 


| conſequence in practice, while we conſider 


5 that the treatment, which. will be recom- 
7 mended for the Puerperal Fever, will gene 
rally prove rather ſerviceable nes abi 


„ in the other diſorder. 
There might perhaps be a poſkbility like- 


. vie of miſtaking inflammations of ſome of the 
|  » Other contents of the abdomen for this diſeaſe ; 


but is I think cannot eaſily be.done, if at- 
tention be paid to the cireumſcribed ſtate of 


1 pain in them, the evident leſion of the 
peculiar function of the part, che nature of 
the fever attendant, and the circumſtances of 


its origin, progreſs, &. —As to confound- 


ing the 3 Fever with after- pains, 
i ic er Ip &. this 1 ſhould 


mitted to his care. 
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) ESPECTING the'l Firn rarer of 
this diſeaſe, if the pathology delivered 
be jut, the following InDicaTions are ſuch | 
as appear proper to be held in view. 


To promote, as ſpeedily and powerfully as . 


can ſafely be done, a determination to the ſur- 


face, and more equable diſtribution of the 4 
fluids, and thereby to remove the conſtriftion _ 


induced by the fever, and the morbid deter. | 
| mination to the abdominal contents Ro 


| To leflen or remove all ſources of : i 4 


tion, whether general as affecting the whole 
ſyſtem, or particular a as aggravating as local. 
3 e 

By removing the debility prefer; and ay 


other means, to diminiſh, as ſoon as may be, 


the morbid irritability, whether local or ge- 


neral, which appears to obtain: and, under 

certain circumſtances, it may become neceſ⸗ 

wy to obviate particular ſymptoms. 8 
Theſe indications, though they may not 

perhaps be alluded to, in the after-part of 

| this wont with all Ly ſcholatie pre- 

5 e Cifſion, 


8 ol ints a ſovereign remedy; and that it is 


5 . ae int - Bleeding fl q Id ne. 
_ ceſfarily precede: theſe, and as the proptiety 
x of employing this remedy early in the Puer- 
1 pos T ral Fever has been ſtrongly contended fr 

5 — I it is proper h 1 


to take notice of the 


8 25 . merits, that, in this diſorder, conſidered i in the 


FF w which we have done, it n be 


That general blood-letting i is in many e com- 


only proper, but even neceſſary, in moſt REAL. 
inflammatory diſorders, I will readily allow: 
but that it is at all calculated either to re- 
move or relieve ſome kinds of actin - 
I think I may, with the judicious and learn- 


ed de Haen, and many others, ſafely deny. | 
The injuries done by receiving too implicits  - 
ly the adage, *** That if a diſorder/be.inflam= 

&. Sy you ſhould bleed,” are ſo many 


inſtances | 


en of the firſt reputation in this king- 
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_ Inſtances DOR the bad 
| from the indiſcriminate te application of 


ral propoſitions to nene caſes; a a. . 

hich I hinted in the preface; 
and that ſuch injuries are capable of being „„ 
done, and really are done, in many inflam- 
matory caſes, by the uſe of this remedy, will 


eumſtance at 


readily appear from the folle WH 8 ſtatemen N 
In the firſt place, the common epidemic cold 


that has, during ſeveral ſueceſſive ſeaſons; 


raged i in this and Other CON 


tries of Europe; 


though evidently attended, during many of 
ith inflammation: of the lungs; 
has ſcarcely i in any inſtance been relieved b 
blood-letting ; ; on the contrary, - during laſt 5 


its ſtages, v 


winter, when, though it did not prevail ve 


in which it did appear, there was hart 
inſtance, with v ö 


bleeding was employed, that t 
not die, 


tion of the ſymptoms of inflammation , though 


ſome few lingered on, ſo as to fall into chro- i 
nie affections, particularly dropfics. This 


was ſo far the caſe during other ſeaſons like- 
' wiſe, that, about three years ago, whe! 


bid. confoquentiay erſing ok 


generally, it was yet very ſevere in the caſes 

a ly a = 
hich I was . Een "wher re 
hiefly from an me ate aggrans. 


en I ven- 
tured to bleed a OKs hlctic W the 


"OE . 


* 
* 8 
SE AE W { 
4 


ces, ſeen a 


| 1 [and dis fame PR 


rt jeular friend, whoſef practice in this dice 
| 7 extenſive, and 


ly ſueceſiful . 
tion, which in warm c 8. particularliß 
the Eaſt Indies, attacks the liver, it is not bx 
bleeding the practitioners there are enabled 
to combat its, en to ſuppuration it is, 


exciting a temp 


| 1 ſuch \ effukon, if moder 
3 employment, might have taken p 


Tue gentleman J allude to is Mr. Trye, 
ceſter, who, as ſenior ſu 2 


* 


bourhood of that eity. „* 
In 


to me, r 1 


In that kind of inflamma- 


on the contrary, by the a phoretic and gene- | 
Ls ally fimulant effects 565 morcury, which, by 
orary ſtate of tone, tenſion, 
and increaſed action of the vaſcular ſyſtem, - 
enables the veſſels of the organ oppreſſed by N 
a congeſtion and morbid determination to it, 
to tranlmit their are gd contents, and 
tes the abſorption | 
rate, as, previous to 


G lo- 
eon to the inſirmary there, hass 
conſtantly a very great number and variety of ſerofulous ; 
'” eaſes under his care, as there is no part of this kingdom, 
"fo far as 1 have been able to learn, where the diſeaſe 
tes to a more violent degree than it does i in the F 
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. _ them! ee I ay eurit 


Ws. 


bled wel tia" in 1 comp 


ed with _— infection; i in I 


— relie vod by the N Arlt 2 : N 


tions, found all his ymptoms rendered worſe 
by the ſubſequent ones; ſo that When his 
phyſician allowed the obſtinacy of his diſor- 


der to be beyond his ſkill, the patient re- | 


ſolved to take his own way, and, in order to 
die with a better heart, as he termed It; 
_ drank porter largely, was allowed dome 
wine, and procured for himſc if ſpirits, which 
he uſed diluted, but in no inconfiderable | 
quantity; and from the moment he began to 


purſue this conduct, he gradually recoverec A 5 1 


I likewiſe recollect a gentleman of high ran 
in the army, who was remarkably fond of | 
' angling, and, in purſuit of this diverſion, ex- 
poſed himſelf to cold, and got ſeverely wet- 
| ted; the conſequence was, a very well mark- 
ed acute bepatitis: he was bled pretty largely, | 
and had a bliſter applied, by which 069 was 
ronſiderably relieved ; but on a conſultation 
being 1 "ay nc between: the p erfoi 


| phyſician fi intended 1 to have! A 5 


not remove. 
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| ee at dere „ | 
gaãsgs temporarily-aggravate e „ 
Jan theſe remarks are — prays 1 
4 i that” bleeding i 18 wholly i m1 roper in ſome; 2 
and calculated to relieve only cettain ſtages 
of other inflammatory diforders: but if wwe 
attentively conſider what thoſe bank 4 
and what is the true nature of the diſorders 4 
in which it proves ſerviceable; we ſhall find LT. 
that it is chiefly, perhaps only, where a bg: 
temporary increaſed tone, ſtrength, or ri- "7 
gidity of the coats of the veſſets accompa- 
nies their increaſed or otherwiſe deranged OE + 
action, and not where this deranged action is » 
Aàdlãttended by a really morbid ſtate of weakneſs - . 
of theſe coats, and of the ſolids at large, we- 
ther induced by the debilitating effects of = 
_ contagion, brought on by inanition and pre- 
vious diſeaſes, or hereditarily derived from 
original conformation. If then we allow, 60 _ 
that; in the Puerperal Fever, the inflamma- 1 
- - tory ſtate of the contents of the abdomen is : 
connected with a general ſtate of debility and 
— morbid irritability of the habit, induced by 
che contagious nature of the diſeaſe, and the 
85 „„ = peculiar 
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From. a particular derne una 10 or 


5 ” veſſels affected, W any e e . 
tze general tone of the arterial ſyſtem, ort 

the particular ſtrength and firmneſs of the 
coats of. the oppreſſed veſſels, but, on the 
5 ary, with a r e AKneſs of theſe; we 
| ſhall oy ſee. why bleeding i in this diſeaſe 


| ſbould be frequently dangerous, and why in 


general it ſhould not be calculated at all to 
relieve it. In the firſt place, it is dangerous, fy 
as adding to the debility, and thereby not 
ls immediately aggravating the chief:ſup- _ 
5 port of the topical congeſtion, but likewiſe 

| increaſing the principal cauſe from which _ 
danger is, towards the end of the diſorder, to 


be apprehended. And, in the next place, it 


is not calculated to relieve the complaint, as 


not by any means tending to leſſen the mor- 8 


bid determination to the abdomen. and the 
congeſtion there ſubſiſting: further, ſhould | 
we even allow that, as diminiſhing the gene- 

ral quickneſs of the pulſe, and the increaſecc 
ay off the ey at e it 3 wn 1 
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nt of view it woul mt on 


rience ſhews, that in the. orvathe number of 


inflammatory complaints, if emetics be given 
immediately on the firſt attack, the neceſſity 
for blood- letting will be entirely ſuperſeded. 
Thus, i in many inſtances, they will diffpate 
dhe common pneumonic inflammation ; ; have, 
in Scotland, and elſewhere, by repeated 
trials, been proved peculiarly powerful in 


4 


that dangerous form of it attacking chil. 1 E 


dten, the croup; moſt generally ſucceed when 
given early in the inflammatory angina ; | have | 
conſiderable effect in diſſipating a local i ins 
flammation, which, from reaſoning, we 

ſhould ſuppoſe ſtill further without their 
reach, than thoſe previouſly mentioned—that 
of the teſticle; will, more powerfully than 
any other known remedy, prevent ſcrofulous 
inflammations from running on to ſuppura« 
tion, and, when perſevered in, frequently 


conquer the obſtinate and inſidious inflam- 


mation attendant on ſerofulous phthi ifis ; 3 and 
will beſides, as I know to a certainty, very 


i rinks remove the n tene of an ente- 


| Tits, 


- 


* 8 eas e A. J foes ** 3 was 


an unſit ſubject for the lancet, but uſed 11 
c xery, even the ſlighteſt irregularity, to be 
4 hams with an obſtinate, obſtruction of the 15 
bowels, attendec 
| dangerous Aan e 90 attacking them. As 
he would not at firſt ſubn 
termined to try every means to excite a per- 
ſpiration, having often found, that, until this 
was done, 


with every ſymptom of a 


it to bliſters, Ide- 


ſtrong purgatives were injurious : 


for this purpoſe I gave him a weak ſolution 


5 ſoon at an end; and 1 repeat . 
bobſerved, as he had frequent returns of the 
attack, that, during that ſtate of inſenſibility, ans 
which immediately precede 0 
ne excited artificially, be e „ 
. * ©: "OO: 5 


of emetic tartar, and employed fomentations 
of the abdomen; but he derived no benefit 

from them for ſome hours, until the medi- 
eine excited vomiting, when he was almoſt 


antly relieved, and had afterwards ſtools 


1 naturally. When the yomiting began, I was 
ſomerphat alarmed, being aware that this 
x ſymptom, as ariſing ſpontaneouſly, generally OR 


- diſorder z but my fears wete - 
dly afterwards 


the efforts of 


= 2 — obs a 5 _ —— 0 — —— — — — 
— I ne om, — rr a — —_— — . 7 
— b , 
. ” - 5 


Foun eaſe; 10 that I | ab bade depended 
almoſt wholly on a gentle emetic at the'coms 1 


mencement, followed by fomentations 
opiates, for his relief; and ſo 


tions tend to ſhew, that emetics prove power - 


ful remedies at the commencement of my | 
inflammatory diſeaſes, and may, of courſe, as 

before hinted, be frequently employed to IR ; 
perſede the neceſſity of blood-letting, and 


maylikewiſe be had recourſe to, with benefit, 


where the uſe of the lancet is at leaſt dubi - 
ous, if not wholly inadmiſſible. This ſeems 
to be the caſe in the Puerperal Fever, where, 
though ſome commend, many, and I ſuſpe& 
with great propriety, condemn bleeding; ſo 
that, on the whole, though veneſection may not 
in ſome few caſes aggravate the com plaint, 
I believe it generally will, and am convinced, 
both from my own experience, and from that 
of the French prackitioners, as well as from 
reaſoning, that iti is ſeldom er and ſtill 


more 


ar with ſac« f 15 | 
ceſs, that at length he recovered from bot 
his diſorders, I have ſince, from the analog 
of this caſe, followed the ſame practice in 
ſome others, to which I had been called in at 5 
an early ſtage of the diſorder, and almoſt con- 
ſtantly with ſimilar ſucceſs. Theſe obſerva- 
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| kind,m „may pot SE | 
out; at they determine to 
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the body, and thereby promote a more equa- 


ble difribution of the fluids, and, of courſe, 
ſſen the topical congeſtion and 


* 


ou have Wa e eee 


in this diſeaſe. There is, hox 
room 2 to ſuſpect that this is not the on 
in which they produce good effects; os 


; ſurface of 


e ee F the ws Ps ; e 


pig that temporary ſtate of diminiſhed ſen- 


Kbiliey, which the generality of emeties in - 


„previous to their exciting vomiting, 
has a great deal to do here. It might, . 


haps, be urged i in this place, ated | 
metic wellen, in 5 
cis and ſomewhat ſimilar diſorders, given ſo 


' were the only effects of 
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valuable in many inſtances, 1 think 1 kinks : 


had repeated proofs: pod they have deen 1 


| truſted to, where 


much more eee eee a ke kk | 25 | 


wiſe that they have been perſevered i in, until, 
by weakening the ſtomach, and conſequently 5 
the whole habit, to too g 
bad effects, in the end, more than counterba- 
læanced the good ones, the more early part of 
their operation produced: and, as a ſort of 


of a degree, their 1 | 5 


confirmation of this matter, it may not be 
improper to obſerve, that, though children _ 


bear repeated emetics very well, and have 
many of their diſorders thereby relieved, they 

ſeldom, if ever, are benefited by nauſeating 
remedies, but conſtantly pine under their 
uſe, and have the febrile diſeaſes, for which 
they are given, much aggravated thereby; a 
circumſtance which will not appear ſtrange, 


when we conſider that nauſeating medicines _ 


keep the ſenſi ble and delicate ſtomach in a 
conſtant ſtate of atony and diſorder; whereas 

emetics, _—_ en firſt excite afimilar 
2 9055 ſtate, 


anew 8 
ch had, perhaps, proved the 
1 4 h ie fource of rar A of the | gd my 
operate, the ay for their employ * 
and the benefits to be from thence derived in 
this diſorder, have been very fully ſhew by 
their ſucceſs in the Hotel Dien of Paris, and 
©  fince confirmed to me, not only by my own 
TIence, but likewiſe by the obſervations 
” of thoſe who affect to treat them as trivial 
temedies, calculated ahr for the relief of 
_ certain ſymptoms in particular caſes of 
diſeaſe. Thus any one, who attentively 
weighs the obſervations made by Dr. Den- 
man, relative to the Puerperal Fever, Will 
clearly perceive that it was by means of an 
emetic alone he cured the ſoldier's wife, | 
whoſe caſe he mentions as ſo extraordinar 
and that he had conſtantly, in tioſSinſtances 
where he was. Grp tin recourſe to hiz - 
powder | of tart. emet. and occul. Canero. 
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*, not find a diſorder, of equal apparent d n- 
C er, eur ſo obedient to the laws of me-. e 
0 dicine: and an attention to the obſerva. 
tions of many other writers on the ſubje>  _ 
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tends: likewiſe to confirm the ideas here en- 5 


Wen time of exhibiting the emetic, I c at- 
ly directed it as ſoon as poſſible. Thi the 


F Th, practitioners ehink; almoſt abſolutely 
neceſſary ; ; and J am led to believe it highly 
proper: but in that patient, who had been 
attacked ſo long before I ſaw her, I likewiſe 
ordered an emetic, and this with very evident 


and almoſt in 


ntaneous good effects; fo 


ſhould-in very few inſtances be neglect 


There are indeed caſes, where, from the du- 
ration of the diſeaſe previous to Medi- 
cal Aid being called in, eſpecially among 
the lower claſſes of people, the exhauſted 
Rafe of the ne will not admit of the 
immediate 


tertained of their utility. With regard t- Ko 


that though the chance i in favour of the pan 
tient be not ſo great, from the medicine 
given at an advanced, as it is when exhibited 
at an early period of the diſorder, ſtill it. 


wiſe, though the ſymptomg.ſt 


._ courſe of their recove 


I ſuppoſe. chat 


ed: 1 Puerperal Fever, en 1 have 


| 1 8 cee as ee 48 b 


F dials, opiates, &. the ſtrengt 


recruited, a vomit ſhould be gin As. other- 
ſhould have diſ- 


7 appeared: for ſome days,. &S will be apt ts 
return with increaſed violence; a circu 


de which took place, after an interval l 


: fix days; in one, and nearly an manytin ano- 


ther, of theſe patients, who had not had 


emetics, whereas no ſuch dong obtained in 


the other two, in whom they had, ing E 
Ty, been employed 125 

With reſpect to the kind of emetic proper 
to be made uſe of, the F rench think ipecacu- | 
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o repeat ie, In 


not truſted to it alone, but have ordered 
gr. xv. of it to be diffuſed: i in a ſolution of 
gx. i. of tart. emet. as as thereby inſuring the ©, 
operation of the medicine, on the one band, e 
and rendering this leſs tranſitory, on the 8 
other: one half of this quantity was imme: 
diately given, and the other i in half an hour 

afterwards, if the firſt did not operate fully. 


The patients drank 3 — of the 


ore, where I have enn this diſeaſe, T ha 


infuſion of chamomile flowers, which, . afte: 


it had ſupported the vomiting for ſome time, = 
generally ceaſed at length to do ſo, but ap- : 
. peared to act pretty conſtantly as a gentle 
laxative in the end. When the diſeaſe Was 
treated in this way, I never but onc 
it neceſſary to repeat the emetic, and this 


was in the perſon prediſpoſed to mania, on 


whom the whole quantity, taken as *. 5 
had but a very ſlight effect. 4 5 
After the operation of the emetic; the ba- 
tients were generally inclined to doze, in 
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